April 4th, 2000

Hi Gavin

Today is a public holiday – Ching Ming grave-sweeping day. The weather is overcast and damp and there may be some rain. For the past day or so there has been very heavy rain in places and some flooding. The positive side to this is that there will probably be fewer hill fires this year from smokers and people lighting joss sticks at grave sites. The Fire Services Department said on TV the other night that this is often their worst time of the year for fires. 

We received your photographs last week. Thanks very much. The ones taken looking out of the helicopter look a little scary but it doesn’t seem to worry you! You actually look quite ‘cool’ in your gear and with your crewcut. However, the pictures of your face plastered with mud (or whatever it is) don’t make you, or anybody, look terribly handsome.

I went for another run last Saturday in the Sai Kung area – probably the second to last for this season. It was very hot – more than 27OC, which was higher than predicted. The first part which was flat running was quite fast, but then when the heat caught up with me it was more difficult, especially the uphill parts. Near the end, coming down ‘Jacob’s Ladder’, there is a stream so I stopped and put water over my body. Good! Then, about 10 minutes later, there was a construction truck with water. So I asked if I could used the water, then held the hose over my head. Then the last 20 mins or so of running was not too bad again.

Another WWII bomb was discovered the other day – the third in as many weeks. This one was at a construction site on the Peak. They took it to Aberdeen then on a launch and dumped it, still live, at sea. I wonder how may other there still are lying around the place.

The other day, the customs department found 5 Russian built APCs bound for China. One was actually unloaded and sitting on the wharf for all to see! So the ship was raided and another 4 found. There were no papers for the cargo which was bound for a private (???) company in Shanghai. Can’t see who would want then apart from the army. And if the Army, they would get them directly overland instead of this way which has taken then by ship via many places before getting here.

Air pollution has been bad recently. In Central the index reached a record level of 174 which is very bad. Caused by vehicle emissions and pollutants from across the border with no wind to blow them away. It was mentioned on TV that HK has one of the highest asthma rates in the world as well as TB! The government is not in a hurry to fix things. It is talking about schemes but they will take many years to implement. 

The police are again using radar guns to catch speeding drivers. They have not been in use for many months as there was a court case challenging their accuracy. Anyway, an expert checked them and they have been cleared for use again.

I have mentioned about that Eco-challenge race in British Columbia. Decided to look up the Internet about it and found that this race was 4 years ago!! Trust ATV to be using old, and therefore cheaper, documentaries. This annual international event started in 1995 and originated in the “Coast-to-coast” and similar multi-discipline races (running, biking, canoeing, etc) held in NZ. The NZ 7’s team lost to Fiji in a close game in the Tokyo 7’s on the weekend. Fiji now 6 point ahead with one (possibly two) tournaments remaining.

Two nights ago I had stomach pains and diarrhoea -- again. Don’t know what the cause is but this time I think it might have been pesticides on the vegetables from China. There is a problem in HK with such vegetables. Well, last night I soaked the vegetables for a long time first to try and remove any pesticides and no problems. Still, that doesn’t prove it was caused by pesticides.

Strange how things seems to happen together. Yesterday when talking on the phone, you mentioned the book “The Man in the Iron Mask”. Well this morning on the radio there was a piece of music on exactly the same title by a French composer. 

Nadine spent last night with a fried as today is a holiday.

That’s about it for now. Thinking of you. Take care.

Cheers

Dad

PS: Heard on the radio this morning that several US soldiers in Kosovo were hurt in a scuffle with Serbs. They had been carrying out a weapons search and found two (?) grenades in a house. The Serbs would not let them go and soon others arrived. A polish unit set up a roadblock but it didn’t seem to stop people arriving. 
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